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Mark 14:12-25

In today's message we would like to examine for a little while the relationship
between Passover and the Lord's Supper.

We will center our thinking around three areas:

1st, Did Jesus eat the Passover?
2nd...a description of Passover
3rd...Practical lessons from the Passover / Lord's Supper

I believe we will see that our Christian faith can be affirmed and strengthened
by the divine object lesson of the Jewish Passover.

I. Did Jesus eat the Passover?

Passover is the world's oldest continuously-celebrated religious festival. It has
been celebrated by the Jews for approx. 3,500 years.It is a memorial festival to
commemorate Israel's deliverance from slavery in Egypt.

The Hebrews had been in Egypt for over 400 years. Many of those years were
years of grinding bondage. God heard their cries of distress. He sent Moses to
deliver them. In a series of ten plagues, each aimed at an Egyptian Deity, God
reduced the proud Egyptian Pharaoh and his people to desperation.

The ultimate plague, the death of the firstborn, compelled the Pharaoh to
implore the Hebrews to leave.

On that final night, before the angel of death passed through the land, God
instructed the people to kill a lamb, sprinkle its blood on the doorposts of the

house, and eat the lamb along with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.
In Exodus chapter 12, God gives very specific instructions for the memorial

service.
The lamb was to be picked out on the tenth day of the month. It was to be

kept and observed till the evening of the 14th to make sure it was healthy and
whole in every way.

Then it was to be killed.
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It was to be:

• a year old
• unblemished in every way
• roasted with fire / not boiled in water

• not to be eaten raw
• to be eaten in haste with sandals on their feet and their loins girded. With

their staff in their hand, probably while standing
• Anything left till morning must be burned.

Only the original Passover required the blood to be placed on the door. All
subsequent Passovers were memorial services of the original Passover.

Jewish leaders refer to the original Passover as the Egyptian Passover and all

subsequent Passovers as "The Permanent Passover".

Today Passover is a one-day festival which is immediately followed by the seven-
day Feast of Unleavened Bread.

In verse twelve of our text, Jesus is asked by the disciples, "Where wilt thou that we

go and prepare that thou mayest eat the passov er?"1

In Matt. 26:17-18, He is asked the same question and answers, “Go into the city to a

certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, “My time is near; I am to keep the Passov er at your
house with My disciples.” ’2

Luke 22:7-13:

7 Then came the first day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lambhad to be
sacrificed.

8 And Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passov er for us, so that we may eat
it.”
9 They said to Him, “Where do You want us to prepare it?”
10 And He said to them, “When y ou have entered the city, a man will meet y ou carrying a pitcher
of water; follow him into the house that he enters.
11 “And you shall say to the owner of thehouse, ‘The Teacher says to y ou, “Where is the guest
room in which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?” ’

1 The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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12 “And he will show you a large, furnished upper room; prepare it there.”

13 And they left and found everything just as Hehad told them; and they prepared the
Passov er.3

So in light of these Scriptures, why would we question whether Jesus ate the
Passover?

Brethren, along with some branches of Christendom, have been reluctant to

agree that Jesus did eat the Passover. There is a fear of confusing the Lord's
Supper with Jewish tradition and the relationship of the Mosaic Law to Christianity.
The synoptic gospels Matthew, Mark and Luke clearly state that he did eat the
Passover.

There are some differences pointed out. In Exodus they were probably
standing, staff in hand, in haste, versus the gospel accounts (reclining at leisure).
This is simply a difference in the observance of the festival from Exodus to the
time of Christ. In Exodus they were slaves, fleeing from Egypt. Slaves do not
recline; they stand and serve.

In Jesus' time, the Jews were free men (at least nominally) (Rome). Free men
reclined.

Dipping the Sop

The argument is, the Exodus passage says use no water / boiling – roast it—So if
Jesus dipped the sop it must have been dipped in broth. We need to understand
how Passover was commemorated in Jesus' day.

Part of the Passover meal / ceremony was / is two sauces:
1st, Whole, Bitter Herb—Horseradish, radish, onion
2nd, Sweet Mixture of finely-chopped apple, nuts, cinnamon, wine.
The Jewish participant dips the unleavened bread into these sauces and eats it.

It was probably into one of these sauces that Jesus dipped Judas' sop.
There are some Scriptures in John that at first glance seem to contradict the

synoptics.
When interpreting Scripture, there are two important principles we need to

keep in mind:

3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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First: We need to interpret obscure or unclear passages in light of passages

which are clear.

Second: When there is an apparent point of conflict, we assume the problem
is with our lack of knowledge and not with the text.

In this case, the synoptic gospels Matthew, Mark and Luke clearly tell us that
Jesus ate the Passover.

If we look at John's Scriptures we will see that what apparently contradicts the
synoptics does not, and in fact agrees with them.

1st, John 13:1- "Now before the Feast of the Passov er, Jesus knowing that His hour had come

that He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He

lov ed them to the end."4
It is alleged—It says the supper of John 13 was before the Passover and

therefore 24 hours before. First, the word "before" can mean any period of time.
It does not have to be a 24-hour period.

Second, the phrase "Feast of the Passover" was often used to include the entire
festival, Passover + seven-day Feast of Unleavened Bread.

The other reference in this chapter makes it clear they were eating
supper...verse 2- "During supper..."5 (NAS); "And supper being ended..."6 (KJ)

verse 4- "...got up from supper...:7 (NAS); "...He riseth from supper..."8 (KJ)
So what John is saying is that just before the meal began, Jesus showed His love

by a practical illustration.

2nd, John 18:28 at first glance does look like a contradiction..."Then they *led Jesus

from Caiaphas into the Praetorium, and it was early; and they themselves did not enter into the

Praetorium so that they would not be defiled, but might eat the Passover."9
This definitely was after the Lord's Supper.

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
6The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
7 The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
8The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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The answer lies in the phrase "eat the Passov er"10 This phrase occurs 5X in the

Synoptic gospels. It always means the Paschal supper when used by the synoptic

writers.
The word "Passover" is used in three senses in the NT.

a. The Paschal meal

b. The Paschal Lamb
c. The Paschal Festival

John uses the word eight times and in every case he refers to the Paschal

festival.
John's usage must determine the meaning here / as over against the synoptics.
John means the Passover Festival of Passover + the two-day Feast of Unleavened

Bread. John is saying the Jews did not want to defile themselves so they could take

part in that day's ceremonies. It could not have been the Paschal meal which John
referred to because any defilement passed away at sunset when the new day began
and they would have been free to eat in the evening.

The lamb was killed on the afternoon of the 14th Nisan. The Passover meal was

eaten on the 15th, which began after sundown on the 14th. To put it in our terms,
Friday the 15th began at 6pm on Thursday the 14th.

Some have taught that Christ actually ate an anticipatory meal with the
disciples on the day before the regular Passover and then was himself crucified as

the Passover lamb on the regular Passover day.
The Passover lambs were slain at the temple the evening of the 14th of Nisin

before sunset.
It would have been impossible for the disciples to have their lamb killed a day

early, especially since the temple authorities were hostile to Jesus and the disciples.
If we remember that the lamb was killed on the evening of the 14th and the 15th

began at that sunset, the Paschal meal was eaten at the beginning of the 15th and
Christ was crucified on the afternoon of the 15th.

1 0The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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3. John 19:14... "...preparation of the passover..."1 1 The words preparation of the

passover meant the day of the week before the Sabbath, our Friday.

Matt. 27:62 uses it in this sense... "Now on the next day, the day after the preparation, the

chief priests and the Pharisees gathered together with Pilate..."1 2

Mark 15:42 expressly states this... "When evening had already come, because it was the

preparation day, that is, the day before the Sabbath..."13
Luke 23:54 uses it in this sense... "It was the preparation day, and the Sabbath was about to

begin."1 4

The term preparation is the regular name for Friday in the Greek language.
So it was not the preparation to eat the Paschal meal, but the day before the

Sabbath that John is describing, which is in total agreement with the synoptics. So

we see that John's account, if taken correctly agrees with the synoptics that Jesus
ate the regular Passover on Thursday evening—(Friday Jewish time) and then was
crucified later on Friday.

I believe Jesus started with the Jewish Passover. Then out of it he instituted the

new "Lord's Supper". Passover is rich in symbolic meaning for the Christian.

II. A look at the celebration of Passover

Passover begins with the thorough elimination of all leaven from the house.
Leaven is always a type of sin—How important it is for us to regularly examine

our lives and deal with the sin we find there.

The family is seated around the table—seating arrangement is interesting...
Leader sits at head—Father or grandfather. The youngest sits at his right side,

often leans back upon the leader. The guest of honor sits at his left side.
Remember John 13:23: John was leaning on Jesus' breast—John was probably

the youngest present. It is very possible that when Jesus dipped the sop, he simply
turned to his left where the guest of honor, Judas, was sitting.

The First Cup

1 1 The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
1 2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
1 3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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In Exodus 6:6-7, the Lord uses a fourfold expression to describe the deliverance

of the Hebrews from Egypt:

I will bring you out1 5

I will deliver you from their bondage1 6
I will also redeem y ou1 7
I will take you for My people1 8

Since the Jewish people think of wine as a symbol of joy, four cups of wine are
used to symbolize this fourfold promise.

The kiddush (prayer of sanctification) is recited before the drinking of the first

cup:

Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, Who createst the
fruit of the vine. Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, Who hast chosen us for

Thy service from among the nations....Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God,
King of the universe, Who hast kept us in life, Who has preserved us, and
hast enabled us to reach this season.

The Washing of the Hands

Water in a pitcher, a bowl and a towel are provided for each person at the
Passover table to wash their hands. This is a symbolic act of purification as they

prepare to handle the food.
This reminds us of the "washing of the Word". In John 17:17 Jesus prays for the

Father to sanctify (or cleanse) them through thy Word.
It was probably at this point that Jesus washed the disciple's feet.

The Green Vegetable

1 4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
1 5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
1 6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
1 7 The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
1 8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Next a green vegetable is dipped in salt water and eaten.

The green vegetable is a reminder that Passover occurs in springtime.
Salt water reminds them of the tears of pain and suffering shed by the Jewish

people in slavery.

The Middle Matzah

Three pieces of matzah are in a bag on the table.
The middle matzah is broken in half.

Half is replaced.
Half is wrapped in a napkin and hidden while the children cover their eyes.

The Four Questions

The youngest child now ask the traditional questions...

Why is this night different from all other nights? On all other nights, we

eat either leavened or unleavened bread, but on this night, only unleavened
bread? On all other nights, we eat all kinds of herbs, but on this night, only
bitter herbs? On all other nights, we do not dip even once, but on this
night, we dip twice? On all other nights, we eat either sitting or reclining,

but on this night, we eat reclining?

The Second Cup

The second cup of wine is poured and the leader gives a lengthy narrative
recounting the history of the nation of Israel and the Passover night.

As the ten plagues are described, a tiny bit of wine is poured out for each
plague. This expresses sorrow for the suffering Egyptians.

Before the second cup is drunk, the first half of the Hallel (Ps. 113-118) is
recited or sung.
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The Dipping of the Matzah

The hands are washed again.
The upper matzah and the remaining portion of the middle matzah are broken

and pieces are given to everyone.
Each person dips a piece in the bitter mixture and the sweet mixture.

This is a reminder of the sweetness of God's redemption in the midst of bitter
slavery.

Then each person puts horseradish between two pieces of matzah and eats it.
It is possible this sandwich is the "sop" Jesus dipped for Judas.

The Dinner

During the Exodus the meal consisted of roasted lamb, bitter herbs and matzah.

The modern meal is very sumptuous and elaborate. Special dishes are served
and special tableware and dinnerware are used. It is a time of joyful celebration.

The afikomenafi – ko - men

After the meal, the children are sent to find the broken half matzah that was
wrapped and hidden away.

A reward is given to the child who finds it. A small piece is broken off and eaten

by each person to remind them of the Passover lamb.

The Third Cup

"The cup of redemption"
Probably here Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper.
After the third cup a child is sent to the front door to look for the prophet

Elijah.

The Fourth Cup
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"Cup of acceptance or praise"
It was this cup that Jesus said he would not drink until he drank it new in the

kingdom.

Closing Hymn

The last half of the Hallel (Psalm 115-118 is sung.

How ironic that just hours before Jesus was betrayed and went to
the cross, He sang the prophetic words of Psalm 118: "The stone

which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. This
was the LORD's doing; It is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day the
LORD has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it. Save now, I pray, O
LORD; O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity. Blessed is he who comes

in the name of the LORD!" (Ps. 118:22-26). The Messiah sang these
words just hours before He fulfilled them in becoming the stone that
was rejected by the religious leaders.

We would like to comment briefly on the middle matzah.

It is called the afikomen. afi – ko - men
It was not part of the Passover celebration in Jesus' day.

The rabbis cannot tell us what it means or how it came to be part of the
ceremony. The word afikomen is Greek! It is the only Greek word in the ceremony.

The translation is electrifying. It simply means "I came".
The middle matzah, broken, wrapped and hidden away, and found again after

the third cup, is a beautiful symbol of the trinity of the Godhead.
The second person of the Godhead came to earth as Messiah.
He was broken (died for us).
He was wrapped and hidden away (buried).

He was resurrected on the third day.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


11
How tragic that in millions of Jewish homes today, the obscure symbol of the

afikomen points to Jesus the Messiah, but they do not see him.

III. Practical Lessons for Us

1. We can trust Jesus' words.

The disciples found everything just as Christ had said.

A. The Bible

B. Through Spirit—Never contradicts Bible

2. The Importance of Loyalty

A. Jesus was loyal to the Father

B. Disciples were loyal to Jesus.

C. Are we loyal to Jesus?

3. Things are many times not like they appear.

A. Judas was the traitor—but he was trusted to be the treasurer of the
group.

Apparently he was not suspected by the other disciples. Man with a new
suit... Brother died—Plead with wife to buy dress—sell suit... People
thought he was selfish.

We often form opinions based on what we see, hear—
We need to check the facts—Go to the person.
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4. Lord's Supper

A. Memorial to remind us of what Christ did.

Should draw us closer to Christ and each other

B. To remind us of Marriage Supper in heaven

C. To remind us of need for continual cleansing

Closeness to our master

D. The importance of proper preparation...1 Cor. 11 = examine self

E. Feet-Washing

(1) Cleansing—Jesus to Peter: "needeth not to wash all over, already clean

We get defiled through contact with sin / world. We need to have
"feet washed".

(2) Service—Love to others should be shown through service to them.

We should be willing to serve—help

5. Passover

An angel of death passed or stepped over the blood-covered ones at the
original Passover. The great sacrificial Lamb of God will "passover" those
who have accepted Christ as Savior.

6. Personal Responsibility
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"Lord, is it I?"1 9 ...Not "Is it him?"
Ezekiel—"...soul that sinneth, it shall die"20

7. Possibility of Betraying Jesus

A. Through lifestyle

Decisions, Actions, choices, associates

B. Through lack of witness

8. Choices

Judas chose to betray

We do things because we choose to do them. The genuineness of our
commitment to Christ is shown by the choices we make in our daily lives.

“If y ou love Me, y ou will keep My commandments."21 Don’t say you are a follower of
Christ if you aren't willing to obey His Word—

If you are harboring secret sin—
If you are not making a change His Spirit is speaking to you about.

If you are not choosing to honor God with the choices we make in our
daily lives—

This can take many forms—as mentioned before

Things we do...Do they honor Christ?
People we are intimate with—Do they honor Christ?
Do they draw us to Him? Or do they draw us away from Him?

1 9The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
20The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
21 The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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9. Christ's Great Love for Judas

Gave him opportunity to repent, stop

10. Greed, Selfishness

Christ lived for others

Judas lived for Judas—greedy with money

11. Lord's Supper should not become routine/common.

12. Covenant—Testament

Covenant O.T....God / Man; God / Nation; Now God / Us!

The Lord's Table clearly points us to the fact that we have our salvation
through the shed blood of our precious Savior. Just as the lamb was killed,

its blood flowed—So Christ was killed; His blood flowed for all who would
accept it.

Do you know the lamb of the Passover? Have you accepted Him as your own

personal Lord and Savior?
Tragically, the majority of the Jewish people do not recognize Jesus as Messiah—
Today we still have the opportunity to enter into covenant with this God who

shed His precious blood for our sins.

On Passover night 3,500 years ago, there was only one issue:
Was the blood sprinkled on the doorposts and the lintel of the house?
Sincerity wasn't an issue. The man of the house could have been ever so

sincere. He could have "believed" that the blood would protect his son from death.

But if he did not apply the blood, someone in the house died.
There was either
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Obedience and Life

or

Disobedience and Death

Today the issue is just as clear-cut—
Either we have accepted Christ's sacrifice for our sins and we will live -or- we

have rejected Christ's gift of eternal life and we will die.
If you aren't sure about your eternal destination, we invite you to stand or

come forward as we sing...

Belvidere April 13, 2003
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